
Editorial changes to address October 6, 2010 API 1509 ballot comments 
 
5.1.1  API’s Aftermarket Audit Program (AMAP) is a monitoring and enforcement 
program designed to ensure compliance by marketers (licensees) with the licensing 
requirements of the API EOLCS at the time of initial licensure as well as in the 
aftermarket. Monitoring and enforcement efforts are directed to confirm that, for each 
licensed product: (a) at licensure, the physical and chemical properties of the licensed 
formulation for such product, as described in Section 3 of Part B of the related 
Application for Licensure (the “Licensed Fingerprint”), have met the product 
qualifications claimed in Section 2 of Part B of the Application for Licensure and 
paragraph 3.4.2; (b) each licensed product, as manufactured and marketed, conforms to 
the Licensed Fingerprint for that product; and (c) the API marks are properly displayed 
on licensed product containers and convey accurate information to consumers about the 
contents.   
 
5.1.2  To ensure continued compliance with the API licensing requirements, the  
Licensed Fingerprint of an engine oil will be used to determine whether the engine oil 
being marketed is in compliance with the data submitted in Part B. API may review 
the information furnished by applicants in Parts B and Q pursuant to Section 3.4.4 of the 
EOLCS. This will include, where applicable, API securing and reviewing the underlying 
engine, bench and analytical testing data from the licensee and program information with 
the applicant to confirm that the applicable criteria set forth in this publication and in 
ASTM D4485 are met.  
 
a. Where the applicable information includes engine sequence and/or bench testing, API 
shall confirm that the licensee has passing test results for the licensed product, whether 
full or provisional, that establish that the licensed product met API’s standards for 
licensure at initial licensure (or any amended licensure). API shall then determine 
continued compliance with API's standards for licensure by confirming that the licensed 
product, as manufactured and as marketed, conforms to the Licensed Fingerprint.  As 
stated in 3.3.2, the marketer is solely responsible for ensuring that the performance 
characteristics of the oil product displaying an API Mark or Marks meet all requirements 
for the Mark or Marks. 
b. Where applicable read across guidelines are employed in lieu of engine sequence 
testing, API shall confirm that the licensee has passing test results for the formulation 
tested, whether full or provisional, that establish that the licensed product met API’s 
minimum performance standards for licensure at initial licensure (or any amended 
licensure). API shall then determine continued compliance with API's standards for 
licensure by confirming that the licensed product, as manufactured and as marketed, 
conforms to the Licensed Fingerprint and the guidelines have been properly interpreted 
and applied. In addition, in order to ensure proper interpretation and application of read 
across guidelines, prior to and after licensure API may require selected applicants to 
review in detail with API how such guidelines were interpreted and applied by the 
applicant.  No such review with API shall absolve a marketer of the responsibility for 
correctly applying read across guidelines.  
 



 
5.1.3  To ensure that licensed products, as manufactured and as marketed, conform to 
their respective Licensed Fingerprints, API will annually secure samples of brands and 
viscosity grades of randomly selected licensed products. Licensees shall be required to 
use reasonable efforts to ensure that such samples are made available to API. Each of the 
samples will be analyzed according to a standard audit (see Appendix K) that compares 
the physical and chemical property audit data with the Licensed Fingerprint for the 
licensed product in question. Test results must meet the physical and chemical tolerances 
described in Appendix K. API shall consider a sampled oil as in compliance with the API 
standards for licensure if the oil tested matches the Licensed Fingerprint (see 5.1.2). Of 
the oils found to meet the bench and analytical standards, some willmay be randomly 
chosen (see Appendix L) for engine sequence testing to determine compliance with 
engine sequence test standards. Engine sequence test results are evaluated using the 
methodology specified in Appendix M. In cases of engine sequence test failure, API shall 
confirm that the licensed product complies with paragraph 5.1.2. This includes a 
complete review of all engine, bench and analytical testing results supporting the licensed 
product. If API is unable to confirm that the licensed product complies with paragraph 
5.1.2, API shall notify the licensee and take appropriate action as provided in 5.2.1. 
 
Where the applicable criteria allow the use of read across guidelines in lieu of specified 
bench and analytical testing, licensees may be required to run bench and analytical tests if 
the licensed product fails to conform to the Licensed Fingerprint for that product. 
 
Insert “licensed fingerprint” in API 1509 Appendix I—Glossary as shown 
below: 
 
licensed fingerprint: the physical and chemical properties of a licensed formulation as 
described in Section 3 of Part B of the Application for Licensure. 
 
 
 
 


